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The Modern Ku Klux Klan. By Henry P. Fry. Boston: Small, 
Maynard & Co., 1922. Pp. viii+259. $2.00. 

For two years much has been heard throughout this country of the 
modern Ku Klux Klan, and now comes this book, written by a news- 
paper man, which gives the history of the organization, traces its growth, 
and attempts to show it in a sinister light. It is the author's contention 
that the Klan is dangerous because of its endeavor to set up within the 
legally constituted government an "invisible empire" which seeks to 
draw members by preying upon their religious and racial feelings. 
The case against the Klan is clearly made, although the true and under- 
lying significance of it all is not well developed. The author does not 
draw the inevitable conclusion that the Klan is as perfect an example 
of crowd-mindedness as the psychologist or sociologist could hope to 
have for observation and study. The facts given show clearly the 
manner in which the Klan functions to provide an opportunity for 
misfits, morons, and the socially unsuccessful to compensate for their 
own inferiority, and how it enables them by becoming members of the 
crowd to enhance their feelings of self-importance. It is gratifying, no 
doubt, for thousands who have never achieved anything in life to bam- 
boozle themselves into thinking that they are essential parts of a move- 
ment that is "100 per cent American" and which is preventing this 
nation from going over the brink of destruction. With the aid of a 
mask and a white robe, and urged on by the mystery of a fiery cross, 
they can find a vent for their suppressions and project their self- 
antagonisms on to the helpless victims whom they attack. Wrapped 
in a closed system of ideas, they twist circumstances so as to justify 
their outrages, and actually seek praise for the high-handed manner in 
which they protect "the sanctity of the home," "pure womanhood," 
"the superiority of the white race," and other equally glittering gen- 
eralities. The deplorable fact is, as the author's data makes evident, 
that the Klan sets up an oganization that is perfectly adapted to crowd 
thinking, and actually depends for existence upon this crowd thinking. 

The author is on safe ground when he argues that the menace of the 
Klan is in the fact that its abstract aims, and its strict limitation of 
membership to native born, white, Protestant Gentiles can be interpreted 
in such a way as to cloak any particular hate that a Klan member may 
be harboring in his mind. He sees, too, and clearly, that the existence 
of a masked group acting as an extra-legal agent gives opportunity for 
any band of lawless individuals to don the regalia, go out into the night, 
engage in the venting of personal animosities and then to shift the blame 
by making it appear that the Klan was responsible for the activity. 
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In spite of the fact that the book is poorly written, it does contain 
material from which the sociologist can draw significant conclusions. 
The facts gathered by the author show in a concrete manner the way 
in which pluralistic behavior may become perverted. 

Malcolm M. Willey 
Columbia University 



The Farm Bureau Movement. By Orville Merton Kile. New 
York: Macmillan, 1921. Pp. 282. $2.00. 

Mr. Kile has written the first book on the most important agri- 
cultural organization of the past thirty years, the farm bureau. The 
author describes how the county agricultural agent system developed 
in the South, and how the farm bureau was created as an organization 
of farmers to support the work of the county agents when they were 
first established in the North. He is primarily concerned with the 
farm bureau movement as a farmer's organization, and he somewhat 
obscures its origin and social significance by introducing his discussion 
with a comparison with early agricultural organizations, and chapters 
on "Why Farmers Organize," and "The Rise of the Co-operatives." 
The transition of the county farm bureau from a county organization 
for carrying on agricultural extension work to a part of a national 
agrarian movement is the author's theme, but his work is of most value 
as a history of the organization and sudden rise in influence of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation during the past two years. A good 
account is given of its objectives and methods, and of recent achieve- 
ments. One of the most valuable sections of the book is the discussion 
of the "strengths and weaknesses" of the farm bureau movement, and 
a comparison with other farmers' organizations and organized labor. 
The book is most timely in giving the American public a clear and 
critical account of a movement which promises to rival the American 
Federation of Labor as a force in our national life. A few inaccuracies 
have been noted: Dr. W. J. Spillman never had any supervision of the 
work of Dr. S. A. Knapp, as stated on page 78, nor did Sears, Roebuck 
and Company assist with funds for the employment of county agents 
as stated in a note on page 83. The book deals with an organization 
which will repay the most thorough sociological study, for it has a 
potential influence for social organization which has hardly been realized 
by the American people. 

Dwight Sanderson 

Cornell University 



